
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheltenham United Reformed Church 

‘The Pew sheet without any Pews’   

Bulletin No 11 / 24.05.20 

Dear Friends 

In company with all other organisations, the Church is following Government guidelines and 

not meeting for worship while the coronavirus emergency is on. 

This weekly bulletin has worship, news, prayer requests, information about virtual services, 

plus anything else that might be ‘in the notices’. 

Prayer Requests 

Please pray for: 

 Families and friends of Gwen Hewinson 

 Barry Steele, Geoff Harmsworth  

 Those with Birthdays and Anniversaries this week.  

 The country as we start to slowly emerge from lockdown 

If you know of anyone who would like to be added to the prayer list, please let us know and 

they will be included in the next bulletin. 

 

 

Lectionary Readings  (Sunday after Ascension Day) 

Acts 1 v6-14    Psalm 68 v1-10, 32-35 

1 Peter 4 v12-14, 5 v6-11  John 17 v1-11 

 

Virtual Services 

For a comprehensive list of virtual services, please visit http://www.urcic.org.uk/news.aspx 

If you know of any others, please let us know.  

 

http://www.urcic.org.uk/news.aspx


Message from Bob Alger, realger@sky.com 

Bob Alger is having his usual Sunday Coffee Morning  at 11.30am. To join in, just go to  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6147530476. Don’t forget to bring your own coffee!    Bob 

Depending on your browser you should not need to give the meeting ID and password, but 

if you do then the Meeting ID is 614 753 0476 and the Password is  6Bcgyc  

ST ANDREW’S 
 

The Air Ambulance in Gloucestershire: Saving Lives by Saving Time 

Our June Charity 

If a patient can reach hospital within 60 minutes of serious injury – known as the ‘Golden 

Hour’ – the chances of survival are much increased. The Midlands Air Ambulance Service 

exists to provide such a response to emergencies in Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, 

Shropshire and Staffordshire, and can reach 90% of the region within eight minutes. 

Operating from strategically located bases its helicopters can reach an emergency very 

quickly, and the maximum flying time to hospital from anywhere in the region is 15 minutes. 

It has three helicopters covering these counties. Since 1991 the service has responded to 

54,000 missions, averaging 2,000 per year. 

Most of these missions are to medical emergencies, or sports and leisure injuries, and 40% 

of them are road accidents. Each ambulance carries a pilot, two paramedics or a paramedic 

and a flight doctor, and a full array of life support medical equipment, so diagnosis and 

emergency treatment can begin as soon as the patient is on board for the short flight. On 

average each flight uses 130 litres of fuel and each mission cost £2,500. In all each year it 

costs in excess of £9 million to maintain the three aircraft and to provide all aspects of this 

life-saving service. The Air Ambulances do not receive funding from the government or from 

the Lottery, and rely on donations from businesses and from the public. They regularly make 

the difference between life and death, and it is the generous gifts and fund raising from 

local people which keep them flying. Please support this life saving service. More 

information on how to make a donation will be published next week. 
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Reflection from Rev Dee Brierley-Jones 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

‘Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days. Give a portion to 
seven, or even to eight, for you know not what disaster may happen on earth. If the clouds 
are full of rain, they empty themselves on the earth, and if a tree falls to the south or to the 
north, in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. He who observes the wind will not 
sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap. As you do not know the way the spirit 
comes to the bones in the womb of a woman with child, so you do not know the work of God 
who makes everything. In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your 
hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be 
good. ’Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 
 
I hope that you are all keeping well and that you are staying close to the Lord in this season.  
 
The above passage came to mind in terms of what we are continuing to do as a ministry to 
each other in support during lockdown. 
 
Most commentators say that this is speaking of casting grain into flooded areas like the Nile 
for instance, and then reaping a harvest later in the year when the grain has grown. We 
need to continue to sow in whatever way we can even during the Pandemic – because the 
Lord is still at work and we need to continue to be about His business – as this reading says “ 
…you do know the work of God who makes everything” so we can rest in this knowledge. 
 
So, the bread is being cast upon the waters with podcasts, texts, emails and theological 
readings to keep our spirits lifted in this rather chaotic and fractured time. 
 
As with the above passage we do not know what the outcome will be, but we need to get 
the messages out to friends and family and leave the rest with the Lord, because the 
prospering lies in His hands, and this is His work. 
 
Whenever I read this bible piece from Ecclesiastes, I am strongly reminded of my patient 
Grandmother who read these words to me as a little girl, and I rudely interrupted her at the 
beginning when she started with “Cast your bread upon the waters…” – and in my childish 
logic I said “It comes back soggy” – not quite the correct reaction she expected! I hope this 
childish remark of mine all those years ago makes you smile. 
 
Hope you are sheltering in the shadow of the Lord’s wings, and being prepared for life as we 
gradually come out of lockdown. 
 
Blessings and Peace in His Great Name –  
“Mercy, peace, and love be yours in fullest measure” (Jude v 2) 

Blessings, Dee 
COVID-19 INFORMATION 

The latest Age UK useful guide to local help and services, shopping, takeaways etc (not just 
for the elderly!) is attached. 
 



An emergency dental practice run by the Gloucestershire Health & Care Trust is now up 
and running in Cheltenham. You can apply for an emergency appointment via 111 or direct 
on 0300 421 6440, but please contact your own dentist in the first instance. 
 
If you are feeling low Glos NHS Trust   has information on local support that is available.  

Don’t forget that the NHS Volunteer army is there for you. If you, or someone you know 
needs help while self-isolating, even if it is just someone to talk to, then ring 0808 196 3646 
or visit nhsvolunteerresponders.org.uk 
 
Please remember that the Foodbank https://cheltenham.foodbank.org.uk  and the Animal 

Shelter http://gawa.org.uk/  are in urgent need of donations, both practical and financial. 
 

 

 
 
Tony by Sandra 
Sandra decided to snap 
me at work on my 
machine, (called a 
Snapper). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Equipping the Church by Stephen Best 
(an Ascension day prayer in URC Prayer Handbook 2020) 
 

As Paul prayed for the church of his age, so we pray for ours, 
As we find ourselves in very different times. 
 

May we as Christ’s Church be enlightened; not for our own sake, 
But so we can better understand our calling. 
 

May we as Christ’s Church be equipped; not for our own glory, 
But so we can better fulfil our potential. 
 

And may we as Christ’s Church be empowered; 
Not for our own protection and preservation, 
But so we can better risk doing the will 
Of the one who is both our head and our fullness. 

Janet, Fiona and Brian 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scenBq6PVSM&feature=youtu.be
https://volunteering.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/nhs-volunteer-responders-portal
https://cheltenham.foodbank.org.uk/
http://gawa.org.uk/

