
            

 

 

 

 

 

Cheltenham United Reformed Church 

‘The Pew sheet without any Pews’   

Bulletin No 21 / 02.08.20  

Dear Friends 

We are all looking forward to being able to meet again for public worship. At St Andrew’s 

the Elders are working towards the 6th September, as is The Church in Warden Hill, and 

Prestbury intend to be back in the building for worship on 4th October. 

Thank you to everyone who has completed a Questionnaire, Feedback will be given in due 

course. 

This weekly bulletin has worship, news, prayer requests, information about virtual services, 

plus anything else that might be ‘in the notices’. 

Prayer Requests 

Please pray for: 

 The family of Iain Willox 

 Eileen Ferguson, Pat Brooks, Pauline Aldridge 

 Those with Birthdays and Anniversaries this week.  

 For all of us as we cope with the ‘new normal’ 

 All those who have to return to ‘Lockdown’ because of virus resurgence 

If you know of anyone who would like to be added to the prayer list, please let us know and 

they will be included in the next bulletin. 

The Funeral of Iain Willox 

Iain’s funeral on Tuesday 4th August at 11.30am will be private, but friends may watch the 

livestream at https://www.obitus.com Username:Keke0188 Password: 240682  

Lectionary Readings 

From June to November there is a wider variety of lectionary readings. ROOTS and the URC 

Handbook use different selections. 

Genesis 32 v22-31  OR   Isaiah 55 v1-5   

Psalm 17 v1-7, 15  OR   Psalm 145 v8-9, 14-21 

Matthew14 v13-21     Romans 9 v1-5 

https://www.obitus.com/


Virtual Services 

For a list of virtual services, please visit http://www.urcic.org.uk/news.aspx 

Coffee and Prayers   

Please join Bob Alger on Zoom for: 

 The 11.30 am Sunday morning Coffee Chat  

 The 8.30 pm Monday Prayer Meeting 

The link is: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6147530476 (Meeting ID: 614 753 0476/Password : 

6Bcgyc)   Any problems please call Bob on 01242 512343 or email realger@sky.com 

St Andrew’s Stewarding Rota 

As you all know when we open the Church hopefully in September we need 4 to 5 stewards 

for each service as it will be different from what we normally do. 

I have started a new list of people to help, as some of the congregation will be unable to 

continue due to circumstances. 

If I have not got in touch with you and you would like to help with Stewarding please let me 

know as the more people I get the less times you will be due to be on Duty.  

I will only make the Rota up to December, then we can review the situation. 

Thank you for all the support I have had so far. 

Jean Wilson   Jean.wilson132@gmail.com  Tel. 01242 510478 

 

ST ANDREW’S  OUR CHARITY APPEAL FOR AUGUST 
 
“Just when our bereavement services are most 
needed, our appeal income has slowed down.” 
Sue Ryder needs our help this month, so its 

grief counselling can keep up with the 

demand. 

From small beginnings in 1953 Sue Ryder has grown to be a partner in international health 

and social care projects in Europe and Africa. In its own words, it exists to “provide 

compassionate care services to people with long term and end-of-life needs.” It provides 

palliative care in hospices and care centres, such as the Leckhampton Court Hospice, and 

increasingly now in the patient’s own home, embracing family, friends and carers as well. 

Cancer, multiple sclerosis, motor neurone disease, Parkinson ‘s disease and stroke are just 

some of the conditions which Sue Ryder covers, and specialist medical and psychological 

help is provided where it is needed. 

But right now, the Coronavirus crisis is having a devastating impact on its funding and Sue 

Ryder urgently needs our help. With much reduced fundraising activity and with its charity 

http://www.urcic.org.uk/news.aspx
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6147530476
file:///C:/Users/Fiona/Documents/Church/Covid-19/Bulletins/realger@sky.com
mailto:Jean.wilson132@gmail.com


shop doors closed (though you may find the Sue Ryder Shop in Tewkesbury Road has 

reopened), it is facing a gap of £4 million a month. For the very first time it is finding itself in 

the position that within the next few weeks the Leckhampton Hospice might not be able to 

afford to continue all its work. 

In particular, the UK death toll from coronavirus 

is now over 44,000, and as a result, Sue Ryder 

has seen a significant spike in the need for its 

bereavement support, including the charity’s 

free Oneline Bereavement Counselling Service. 

It has a waiting list for this service, which is 

growing every week. 

A Sue Ryder Bereavement Counsellor said: "Many of the pastimes which may bring us some 

comfort when we are grieving, such as meeting friends and family or going to support 

groups, are not available to us right now. Having our usual routines of school, work or 

activities can be an anchor to life before our loss. But now this has changed for every one of 

us. This is a time when we need to support bereaved people to get back on their feet after 

loss. Sue Ryder's bereavement services can help us support people at the most difficult time 

of their lives." 

Will you please help Sue Ryder to continue its vital work in these very difficult times, when 

the demand is greater than ever. If you do not already donate regularly to our Church 

Charity scheme, please refer to the guidance sheet ‘donations to the church during the 

closure’ as sent out with the church accounts in April. Thank you. 

Robin Derbyshire 

Two Aspects of Summer 

 
 
 
 

 
Fiona Hall 

 
 



Reflection from Rev Dee Brierley-Jones 
 

MAYBE GOD’S FAVOURITE COLOUR IS GREEN? 

Genesis 1:30 (KJV) ‘And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every 

thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein [there is] life, [I have given] every green herb for 

meat: and it was so.’ 

Have you ever wondered if God might have a favourite colour? Perhaps that sounds like a 

trivial question for theology, but what is the first colour mentioned in the Bible? Might it 

have any significance in God’s design for creation and redemption? 

We need only turn to Genesis 1:30 to discover a gracious and bountiful God saying, “And to 

all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the 

ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” 

Our loving Father and “life-giving Creator of both great and small” has designed the very 

substance of life to be green. Genesis is but the beginning of God’s taking glory in his “very 

good” (Gen. 1:31) green earth and the multiplying menagerie of living creatures that this 

greenness sustains (see Ps. 104:24-26). 

Surely there is a vivacious “green theology” in Scripture that we must vigorously explore and 

then expound. Perhaps then, even in red-letter verses like John 3:16, we will discover that 

God has a redemptive green passion far bigger than just saving lost sinners: “For God so 

loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. . . .” Yes, God so loves this whole world. 

He has set in motion a cosmic redemption plan in Christ and through “the Son of God” on 
which the whole creation itself “waits in eager expectation” (Rom. 8:19). 

We could ask ourselves if we have become so preoccupied with man-made industries, 
wealth, and commerce that we have lost sight of our original calling? God made us to be co-
caretakers with him of this grand zoological garden and the vast oceans of life – because 
planet Earth is a wonder of life in this amazing universe. 

When we read Genesis 1 verse 28 (KJV) “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth.” and Genesis 2:15,(KJV)  “And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” do we realize that creation was not made for us as 
much as we were made for the creation? 

Yes, we were made for the creation. 

Yes, we were made for creation care. 

We were put in the garden “to work it and take care of it.” God gives us “his own image” 
(Gen. 1:28)—a seed of godliness, so to speak—so that by participating with God in creating 
his garden we may enjoy the experience of growing ever greener ourselves, to his glory. 

I think that this prayer by Nachman of Breslov (1772-1810) is a fitting way to end this 
reflection… 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsarata.com%2Fbible%2Fchapter%2FGenesis.1.html%231%3A30&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca82b71c409e84ef65d7808d82a34f77c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637305754257410876&sdata=XSAs%2FYtB6ieoq4hWwTQ0fxluQtpgleOo2JQQk6SMjzQ%3D&reserved=0


Master of the Universe 
grant me the ability be alone; 

may it be my custom to go outdoors each day 
among the trees and grass—among all growing things— 

and there may I be alone, and enter into prayer, 
to talk with the One to whom I belong.  AMEN 

May your hearts and gardens always bloom in the glory and grace of God – 

          Blessings from Dee 

 

Rossley Gate Gardens 
 
Tony and Sandra Jeans have sent some pictures of their lovely gardens. These are in another 
attachment to the email. 
 
If you have an article, news  or photos you would like to share with the church, then please 
email them to magazine@urcic.org.uk  
 

        Fiona, Janet and Brian 

mailto:magazine@urcic.org.uk

