
            

 

 

 

 

 

Cheltenham United Reformed Church 

‘The Pew sheet without any Pews’   

Bulletin No 24 /23 .08.20  

Dear Friends 

This weekly bulletin has worship, news, prayer requests, information about virtual services, 

plus anything else that might be ‘in the notices’. 

Prayer Requests 

 Charlotte 

 Joan and Ian Thomson 

 Pat Brooks 

 Those with Birthdays and Anniversaries this week.  

 All those involved in education as staff and students make arrangements for the 

autumn; and for UCAS as they help with finding university and college places. 

 And for those who mourn the loss of loved ones and all suffering in body, mind or 

spirit that they might know Gods comfort surrounds them in their time of need 

If you know of anyone who would like to be added to the prayer list, please let us know and 

they will be included in the next bulletin. 

Lectionary Readings 

From June to November there is a wider variety of lectionary readings. ROOTS and the URC 

Handbook use different selections. 

Exodus 1 v8 – 2 v10  OR   Isaiah 51 v1-6 

Psalm 124   OR   Psalm 138 

Matthew 16 v13-20  Romans 12 v1-8 

 

Virtual Services 

For a list of virtual services, please visit http://www.urcic.org.uk/news.aspx 

 

http://www.urcic.org.uk/news.aspx


Steve Osmond – An appreciation 

It is with great sadness that we report the passing on Wednesday 19th August of our dear 

friend Steve Osmond – “Promoted to Glory” as some traditions have it. 

Steve and his wife Joan, have been longstanding members of Christ Church and for many 

years have hosted our ecumenical bible study group, which normally meets on Friday 

mornings. 

Steve had been very poorly since the start of lockdown and was in Cirencester Hospital 

before being transferred to St Faith’s. At the Nursing Home, Joan has had access to him, 

including physical contact, and was with him at the end. 

Steve and Joan have been very committed to the ecumenical cause. They have always 

supported “cluster” events, were 

outstanding as joint Presidents of 

Churches Together in Cheltenham and 

Steve took the part of Joseph of 

Arimathea in the Cheltenham Passion 

Play on Good Friday 2000. (See 

photograph – Steve is the bearded figure 

with the blue and white prayer shawl on 

the left. The scene is the Cleansing of the Temple.) 

Steve had a distinguished career in Primary Education and became a Head Teacher. He was 

a kind, talented and outgoing person who will be greatly missed by all who knew him.  

Please hold Joan, Jane, Julia and all the family and friends in thought and prayer. 

“May he rest in Peace and may Light Perpetual shine upon him”.  

Tony Jeans 21st August 2020  

 

 

Coffee and Prayers 

Alison Stagg is running the Zoom Sunday 11.30 am Coffee Chat this Sunday. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72040188247?pwd=UHZtU1Fkd2RNaW05ZGxMbllUdkVDUT09 

Meeting ID: 720 4018 8247    Passcode: bZ9ze6 

 

Tony Jeans has temporarily taken over the Zoom  8.30pm Monday Prayers.  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76461372103?pwd=TjRWUFNFQ2IrTUt3UDl3d3RHL1BKdz09 
Meeting ID: 764 6137 2103      Passcode: 5H1ADu 

 

 

 

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72040188247?pwd=UHZtU1Fkd2RNaW05ZGxMbllUdkVDUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76461372103?pwd=TjRWUFNFQ2IrTUt3UDl3d3RHL1BKdz09


ST ANDREW’S 

Will you want to be in church on 6th September? 

It would be good to see as many people as feel they are able and safe to return. Because we 
now have to practise social distancing, we need to know in advance who expects to come, 
so if you would like to attend please would you let Janet or your Group Elder know. 
The chairs in the sanctuary have been rearranged in a colour pattern, thanks to Alison, so 
that we can socially distance with the minimum of worry.  The St Andrew’s congregation will 
now use only the PALE BLUE chairs and the Brazilian congregation will use only the PURPLE 
chairs for their services.  As a result you may find that you are not sitting in your normal 
position. 
Live streaming will be done through YouTube; details of codes etc. will be sent out later. 
 

CURC News 

20th September Rev Simon Helme will be leading worship at St Andrew’s, which will include 
the Ordination/Induction of Elders from across CURC. 
 
27th September Following the Interview of a prospective Ministerial candidate last March, 
we are now able to invite him to ‘Preach with a View’ This service will be at St Andrew’s 
starting at 10.30am, followed immediately by the CURC Church Meeting. 
More details in future Bulletins. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Kemp 

 



 

 

Geoff has been busy throughout lockdown producing timely poetry. There is a range on 
display at St Andrew’s for your delectation. This is the latest – to be ‘sung’ to the tune   
‘Will you come and follow me……………? 

Will you come and follow Me, but keep your distance please, 
wear your face mask at all times and curb the urge to sneeze; 

sanitise with special gel -  send this virus straight to hell - 
keep your loved ones safe and sound and one day we’ll be free. 

 
When we joined in ‘Auld Lang Syne’ so many months ago, 

we’d not heard of covid-19  and we did not know 
how our lives would soon transform and we’d lose our sight of ‘norm’; 

then in lock-down we’d appreciate how we were free. 
 

Now just going to the shop’s become an irksome task, 
when your spectacles steam up just right behind your mask; 
and you have to go around following arrows on the ground, 

and the cashier on the till is very hard to see. 
 

With so many places shut, and going on the bus 
for some shopping in the town is simply too much fuss; 

as for worshipping in Church - that is strictly in the lurch -  
and we’ve no idea  when next we’ll see our family. 

 
Now we wait to see an end to this insanity, 
for a vaccine to be found restoring liberty; 

 in the meantime let’s obey different guidelines everyday,  
recognising we belong to one fraternity. 

 
So …… Will you come and follow Me……….. 

Geoff Tizzard-King  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Reflection from Rev Dee Brierley-Jones 

The Memra (Word) Is Life and Light 

"Whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his works have been carried out in God." (John 3:21) 

The might and power in the skies just lately have been awesome, the night sky has been lit 
by God’s mighty power in the striking of the lightning bolts. I felt so tiny and humbled in this 
display of world power that I started to remember how God created light by just giving a 
WORD – in Hebrew that word is MEMRA – The Word of the Lord. 

In a Hebrew poem called “The Four Nights,” the Targums write that on the First Night of 
creation, when darkness spread over the surface of the deep, “the Memra/Word of the 
LORD shone and gave light.” In other words, the Word of the LORD not only created light, it 
is Light itself ! 

As we follow the Light into the book of Exodus, we see the Memra (Word of the LORD) 
lighting up the night for the Israelites in a pillar of fire, leading them to safety. At the same 
time, the Memra also remained in the cloud, keeping them in darkness. (Exodus 13:21–22, 
14:19–20, 23–25) In a form the Israelites could finally see and understand, the darkness 
(Egyptians) could not overcome the light (Israelites and the Word of the LORD). They began 
to understand how Light and God's salvation from darkness were inseparable. 

At a moment of deep oppression under the authority of a foreign power, the Light of God's 
salvation again entered our finite world; this time, in a form we could talk to, walk with, and 
learn from: 

“For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His 
Shoulder, and His Name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 

"The [Memra] Word became flesh and lived among us." (John 1:14) 

Israel not only lived under earthly darkness of Roman rule, they lived in spiritual darkness of 
their own sins. To save them from that spiritual oppression, "the true light that gives light to 
everyone" came into the world, freely offering it to anyone who accepted it. 

"My light will shine for you just a little longer," Jesus said. "Walk in the Light while you can, 
so the darkness will not overtake you. (John 12:35; see also John 8:12, 12:46) 

Sadly, even when the Light walked among them, too many “loved darkness instead of light.” 
(John 1:11, 3:19) 

Still, Jesus patiently pleaded with them, "Believe in the Light, so that you may become 
Children of Light." (John 12:36) 

Children of Light don't stumble and fall on the dark path through the woods of anger, 
jealousy, (sorcery), deceit, greed, gossip, and all those deeds that lead us away from 
entering God's Kingdom (1Corinthians 9).Because children of Light walk upright, on the path 
that is brightly lit by the Word of God Himself. That path leads straight into our loving 
Father's house. 



Jesus Christ "came to His own creation," seeking sinners who would repent and enter the 
Light of God's Kingdom with Him. "Yet His own people did not receive Him" and we 
remember also from the Gospel of John “In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.” 
(John 1:4 & 11) 

If there is still any doubt who this redeemer deity is, one Targum written 200–600 years 
before Jesus gives us a striking clue: “When the Word of the LORD (Memra) shall be 
revealed to redeem his people, he shall say to all the nations, ‘See now that I am he who is 
and was, and I am he who will be in(Memra), will make atonement for the sins of his land 
and of his people… the future.… and he, by his Word (Deuteronomy 32:39, 43;) 

Throughout the Gospel of John, Jesus gives more than clues about His identity as the saving 
Word that would atone for the sins of the people. He tells us that He is the Way, the Truth, 
the Life, the Gate, the Door, the Shepherd, the Light. (John 8:12, 10:9, 10:11, 14:6) He 
clearly explains that He is the One who is and was and will be—“Before Abraham was, I 
AM.” (John 8:58) 

He reassures us again as to His great love and majesty as he brought light to a blind man in 
John chapter 9 when he promised – “I am in the world; I am the Light of the world.” Amen 

Love and Blessings,  

Rev Dee 

 

 

May the strength of God guide us, 

May the power of God preserve us, 

May the wisdom of God instruct us, 

May the hand of God protect us, 

May the way of God direct us, 

May the shield of God defend us, 

May the host of God guard us 

Against the snares of evil, 

And the temptation of the world. 

St Patrick 

 
Fiona, Janet and Brian 

 
 
 


