
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheltenham United Reformed Church 

‘The Pew sheet without any Pews’   

Bulletin No 4 / 10.04.20 – Good Friday 

Dear Friends 

In company with all other organisations, our Church is following Government guidelines and not 
meeting for worship while the coronavirus emergency is on. So we are issuing a weekly bulletin with 
news, prayer requests, information about virtual services, plus anything else that might be ‘in the 
notices’.  

Whilst we cannot physically attend church we can share in worship virtually.  

 www.stpetersleck.org 

o A Reflection every day in Holy Week 9pm 

o The Final Hour on Good Friday at 2pm 

 https://devotions.urc.org.uk/ 

 URC Churches which are streaming services 

You may also be interested in seeing The Robe(1953)  and the Cheltenham Passion Play 

Prayer Requests 

The prayer requests for this week are: 

 Barry 

 For all those with the virus and for all those who are looking after them. 

 For all those who are self-isolating because of age or health conditions 

 For all those stranded abroad and their families waiting for their repatriation. 

 For those who are conducting funerals for Covid19 casualties. 

 Our world as it confronts  COVID 19, especially our NHS, carers, those who deliver goods and 

those who have to work to keep society functioning.  

If you know of anyone who would like to be added to the prayer list, please let us know and 

they will be included in the next bulletin. 

Good Friday Lectionary Readings 

   Isaiah 52 v13 – 53v12   Psalm 22   

 Hebrews 10v16-25   John 18v1 – 19v42 

http://www.stpetersleck.org/
https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3385-coronavirus-worshipping-digitally?dm_i=2JB1,1KLXG,7DP2WK,5BNMD,1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lrZM4gE6GQ&list=PLfOY0BvXmzD608qpQ9a0n9LQQRbgz0RRr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQd7t4mI428&feature=youtu.be


Good Friday Thoughts from Rev Dee Brierley-Jones 

Why was a Sacrifice From the Messiah needed as an Atonement – What is the Power of 
the Righteous Martyrdom? 

Easter time is always a special period in our Christian calendar when we focus our thoughts 
and prayers on Jesus Christ our Messiah (Greek word for Christ). 

To understand my above title questions, we must look into the customs and beliefs of an 
Orthodox Jewish family of which Jesus was part, and after my graduation from the Yad 
Vashem University (which means - place and a name )  in Jerusalem, I had a better 
understanding of the Jewish religion which is the foundation of Christianity. 

The Jewish child was first taught at the knee of the mother, usually as young as 3 years old, 
when its name was explained and learnt, and a prayer was also taught for each letter of the 
name. 

It is interesting for us to note the traditional Judaism believed in the atoning power of the 
death of the righteous, and perhaps many of you understandably thought that only 
Christians believed this premise, that Jesus – the perfectly righteous one - took our place on 
the cross, dying for the sins of the world. 

Yet there are significant parallels to this concept in ancient Jewish tradition ultimately back 
to the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Another consideration tinged the Jewish response to the slaughter of its people, was the old 
Jewish tradition dating back to Biblical times, that the death of the righteous and innocent, 
served as an expiation for the sins of the nation, or the world, they nurtured this belief of 
death as an atonement as a constant companion throughout their turbulent exile. 

So this would have been part of Jesus’s religious beliefs and practises, and you are beginning 
to see how this thoroughly Scriptural doctrine explains the purpose and meaning of Jesus’ 
death. 

This deeply ingrained Jewish tradition of the death of a righteous man atones, can be shown 
also in a moving account from the Holocaust, Rabbi Shem Klingberg was led out to be 
slaughtered by the Nazis, and after saying his last prayer just before he was gunned down, 
he lifted his eyes to heaven and cried out in a piercing voice “Let me be an atonement for 
Israel!”. 

This is the very heart of the Gospel message – the Messiah – the holy and righteous servant 
of the Lord – was slain for the sins of the world, and through His death alone we can receive 
atonement for our sins, and healing for our souls, because He alone is the perfect righteous 
sacrifice who can take the place of a sinning generation, and sinning world. 

The shorn lamb – the perfect sacrifice took our place. 

We sinned – He died. 



We were guilty – He was punished. 

We deserved death – He gave His life. 

His Jewish people mostly rejected Him, and still people do – He accepted us. 

THAT is our incredible Easter message! 

Let us now consider my other question, which was what is the power of righteous 
martyrdom?  And then let us ask - when did this concept of righteous martyrdom first arise? 

According to Jewish tradition, it went back to the binding of Isaac. When Abraham was 
ready to offer his own son as a sacrifice to God. (4 Maccabees 13:14 & 16:20) 

Actually, Isaac was approximately thirty-seven years old when God tested Abraham’s 
obedience 

That was the height of sacrificial service – a father offering up his own son – and the son not 
resisting, and willingly laying down is life for the glory of God. 

Here we also see the Gospel comparison of Isaac given the wood for the burnt offering 
(himself) to carry on his shoulders, to Jesus who carried the wooden cross on His shoulders. 

I believe that in God’s sight the lives of his righteous have great value, and their deaths carry 
weight - and there is no life more valuable than that of Jesus’ – the perfect life - and no 
death more important than His. 

So the “Christian Gospel” is actually Jewish, and the death of the truly righteous one – Jesus 
Christ, our great High Priest, the perfect sacrifice without blemish – atones. 

But this perfect sacrifice is not human sacrifice, an abhorrent practice condemned by God. 

This amazing emptying of Jesus upon that rough wooden cross – this is our righteous 
Messiah giving himself as a ransom for the entire human race, and, in the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, making himself an offering for guilt – the guilt of all of us. 

New King James Version (Isaiah 53:10) 
“Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an 
offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the 
LORD shall prosper in His hand.” 

AMEN    

Blessings 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/nkjv/isaiah/53.htm


 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride 

 
Forbid me Lord that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ, my God 
All the vain things that charm me most 
I sacrifice them to His blood 

 
See, from His head, His hands, His feet 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down 
Did e'er such love and Sorrow meet 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown 

 
Were the whole realm of nature mine 
That were an offering far too small 
Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all 
 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

 

 

CHURCH NEWS 

St Andrew’s 

The AGM will be held on 26th April by email. All papers will be sent out after Easter. 

A ‘polite’ reminder to all those who have not yet sent their Annual Reports - these are now required 
asap. Thank you. 

April Monthly Charity/Retiring Offering is for ‘Age UK’. Donations should be sent to Donna or David. 

Prestbury 

The Virtual AGM is underway and all questions, comments and responses are asked for by Saturday 
11 April. 

Useful addresses if you or someone you know should need practical help at this time: 

Gloucestershire CC Community Help Hub  

Cheltenham Borough Council  Coronavirus – Community Advice and Support 

 

 ‘Keep us in peace, O Christ our God, under the protection of your cross; save us from our 

enemies, visible and invisible, and count us worthy to glorify you with thanksgiving, with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever, world without end.’  Amen 

Armenian Orthodox 

Janet, Fiona and Brian 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gloucestershires-community-help-hub/
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/coronavirus-community-advice

