
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheltenham United Reformed Church 

‘The Pew sheet without any Pews’   

Bulletin No 6 / 19.04.20 

Dear Friends 

In company with all other organisations, the Church is following Government guidelines and 

not meeting for worship while the coronavirus emergency is on. 

This weekly bulletin has worship, news, prayer requests, information about virtual services, 

plus anything else that might be ‘in the notices’. 

Prayer Requests 

 The families and friends of Jean Williams and Bill Farrell 

 Our world as it confronts COVID 19, especially our NHS, carers, those who deliver goods and 

all those who have to work to keep society functioning.  

 Those who have COVID-19 and all those who are self-isolating. 

 Those recovering after being in hospital 

If you know of anyone who would like to be added to the prayer list, please let us know and 

they will be included in the next bulletin. 

 

Lectionary Readings 

Acts 2 v14a, 22-32  Psalm 16 

1 Peter 1 v3-9   John 20 v19-31 

 

Virtual Services 

 Sunday  - Radio 4  8.10am &   Radio Gloucestershire 8.am 

 Sunday – BBC1 at 10.am 

 www.stpetersleck.org 

 https://devotions.urc.org.uk/ 

 All Soul’s, Langham Place  

 1st Congregational, United Church of  Christ, Wisconsin  - Livestream at 3.30pm BST 
(suggested by Sally March whose brother attends there)   

 URC Churches which are streaming services 

http://www.stpetersleck.org/
https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
https://allsouls.org/Groups/338985/Online/Online.aspx
https://www.firstcongoappleton.org/worship-with-us/livestream/
https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3385-coronavirus-worshipping-digitally?dm_i=2JB1,1KLXG,7DP2WK,5BNMD,1


Received from a friend in Lancashire: 

IN THE TIME OF PANDEMIC 

The people stayed home. 

And they read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, and played games, and 
learned new ways of being, and were still. 

And they listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their 
shadows. And the people began to think differently. 

And the people healed. 

And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth 
began to heal. 

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses, and 
made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, 
as they had been healed. 

By: Catherine (Kitty) O’Meara 

Message from Bob Alger 

I have set up a virtual coffee meeting for 11.30am on Sunday 19th using the Zoom Meeting app. This 

is an opportunity for anyone with the technology to say “hello” and give each other a wave and 

general cheer up. If you have used Zoom before you will know the form. If you would like to give it a 

try then I will attempt to guide you through downloading and registering to use the app, which is 

free. You will need a laptop, tablet, iPad or smart phone with a camera and microphone. If you 

would like to join in then please email me (realger@sky.com) and I will send you the meeting code 

plus any other guidance that may help. Hope to see you Sunday!   Bob 

Messages from Janet and Fiona 

Thank you to everyone who has sent in their thoughts in poetry. We are collecting these items and 
will publish in due course. 

Lyn and Peter Ricketts have written a Quiz for the Cobalt Unit. It is on the Cobalt web site – with 
answers! https://www.cobalthealth.co.uk/the-great-cobalt-easter-quiz/ 

ST ANDREW’S 

The AGM will be held electronically over the next two weeks (for 26th April). Papers have been sent 
out by email. Please read all the instructions on the Agenda.  

April Monthly Charity/Retiring Offering is for ‘Age UK, Gloucestershire’. Please refer to the letter 

from Elders and Finance Committee, sent out with the AGM papers, relating to Offertory/Donations 

during the lockdown. 

PRESTBURY 

I contacted Anne Grant’s Care Home in Glasgow this week and she is doing fine – as chatty 
as ever! Thankfully there is no virus-related illness in the home.   Fiona 

 

 

mailto:realger@sky.com
https://www.cobalthealth.co.uk/the-great-cobalt-easter-quiz/


Reflection from Rev Dee Brierley-Jones 

Jesus Christ Our Sacrificial Lamb 

It is nothing short of a miracle when a new lamb struggles to its feet, shakes its little 
head to clear the mucus and answers to the call of its mother, it is so incredibly 
vulnerable, and I never tired of watching this incredible part of our Lord’s creation. 

The Lamb is a picture of non-resistance, and an image of non-protest, and I find only 
fitting that Isiah the prophet spoke of one who did not resist His own death in terms 
of a lamb. 

Isaiah chapter 53 verse 7 says “He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He 
opened not His mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 
before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.” 

This picture we are given of “the Lamb” is so aptly applied to Jesus Christ throughout 
the New Testament. 

In the Gospel of John chapter 1 verse 20, John describes how John the Baptist sees Jesus walking 
towards him and cries out “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” He is 
recognised as representing “the Lamb” - uncomplaining as it goes for slaughter. 

In fact, Paul comments on this to the Gentiles in the city of Corinth, when he said to them “For our 
Pesach (Passover) lamb, the Messiah has been sacrificed.” 

If we turn to the last book of the Bible, and we look to the Book of Revelation for comment, the 
image of Jesus as the Lamb becomes more prominent, occurring an amazing 28 times in the course 
of 22 chapters. 

In this prophetic book John describes what he saw “…and between the throne of God and the four 
living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing as though it had been slain…”. 

Interestingly in this same book of Revelation chapter 5 verse 5 – Jesus is called “the lion of the Tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David…” – and even more interest is the fact that this description only occurs 
once. 

The reason is simple – it is because the Jesus of history was like a Lamb – not resisting his death by 
crucifixion, and advocating servant hood rather than dominion. 

This we see in the Gospel of Mathew chapter 20 verses 25-28 

But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would 
be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your 
slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” 

He also teaches those to bless those who curse them, and to pray for them who persecuted them – 
whereas the Jesus who will return one day in the future leading the armies of heaven, will be a Lion, 
hailed as “the King of kings, and the Lord of Lords.” 

Maranatha! 

Let’s look at more proof of “the Lamb”… 

John the Baptist called Him a lamb. 

The Apostle Paul, writing less than thirty years after Jesus’ death, called Him a lamb. 



Peter, His passionate disciple who tried to stop the arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane (meaning 
olive press-pronounced in Hebrew Gat Sh’manim) called Him a lamb. 

28 times in the Book of Revelation - which was written approximately 60 years after the death of 
Jesus – He is called a lamb. 

Yes, indeed, Jesus’ teachings were radical and revolutionary, and, without a doubt, He did call for 
world transformation, but His methods were not the methods of this world. 

His sacred mission was to begin with a cross and sway the world through suffering love, on which 
our Lamb could build His church – His Bride – on the sacrifice that offers man forgiveness and 
atonement with God. AMEN 

Blessings 

 
 
Useful addresses if you or someone you know should need practical help at this time: 

Gloucestershire CC Community Help Hub  

Cheltenham Borough Council  Coronavirus – Community Advice and Support 

 

 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

as Thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, 
morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided, 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

Thomas Chisholm (1866-1960) 
 
 

Janet, Fiona & Brian 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gloucestershires-community-help-hub/
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/coronavirus-community-advice

