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Welcome to ‘In Touch’ 
 

The magazine of Cheltenham United Reformed Church, a joint pastorate 
of the three United Reformed Churches in Cheltenham. The three churches 
work very closely together, sharing this magazine, the website and all 
activities. 
 

St Andrew’s United Reformed Church is in the Montpellier 
district of Cheltenham town centre. A former Presbyterian 
church founded in 1885, it became United Reformed on 
unification in 1972. St Andrew’s offers impressive facilities, 
meeting the needs of 21st century Cheltenham. 

 
Prestbury United Reformed Church is in the heart of Prestbury 
village on the northern edge of Cheltenham. A former 
Congregational chapel built in 1866, becoming United 
Reformed on unification in 1972. 
 
The Church in Warden Hill is a Local Ecumenical Partnership (LEP) between 
the Anglican (St Christopher’s) and URC communities of Up Hatherley and 
Warden Hill in the south of Cheltenham. Ministry is shared between the 
URC and Rev Gary Grady of the Anglican South Cheltenham Team Ministry. 

Both the Anglican and URC buildings are regularly 
used for worship. 
For other information about the Church in 
Warden Hill please see ‘The Lantern’ or visit 
www.tciwh.org.uk 
 

 
Jesus said: 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name,  
I am there among them.”  (Matthew 18 v20 NRSV) 
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News of the Church Family 
 

We are invited to pray for: 
Isobel Hitchings, Beryl Ames, June Temple, Martin Clarke, 
Joyce Whiting, Catherine Wager, Hanna Lambley 
 

Our Congratulations go to: 
Donna Sutherland on completing her ‘Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants’ assessments. 
 

We welcome new Members by Transfer at St Andrew’s 
Sarah and Geoff Tizzard-King 
 
 
 

Ammended Contact Arrangements 

for the period of Ministerial Vacancy 
Prestbury 
For anything to do with Prestbury URC please contact Fiona Hall via 
Prestbury@urcic.org.uk 

St Andrews 
For general enquiries please use the Church website: standrews@urcic.org.uk 
For all queries regarding Worship including Baptisms, Marriage, Funerals: 
contact Bob Alger 
For all other contacts see inside Front Cover of this Magazine. 
 
 

Pastoral Visiting - St Andrew's 
If, during the vacancy, you are aware of any person who is unwell or anyone who 
requires a visit please can you contact Ann Lewis and Ann will arrange for one of 
the pastoral team to visit. 
 
 

  

mailto:Prestbury@urcic.org.uk
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This month’s Pastoral letter comes from our 

Lay Preacher Bob Alger 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
I write this just a few days after Maz has moved to her new home in Stafford. As I 
was reflecting on the 10 years or so that she served us I am left with a feeling of 
great thankfulness for all the hard work and good ideas that she encouraged us 
into. Her style of worship and variety of prayers have been helpful to us all, her 
enthusiasm for pastoral visiting, her fun with the C4 Childrens’ choirs, the 
introduction of Jump4Joy at St Andrews, her commitment to the St Stephen’s 
Kenya project, her support for the changes as the Church in Warden Hill has 
developed and, of course, her prolific cake production in aid of fund raising have 
been an inspiration for all of us. So we are very thankful to God for those years of 
faithful ministry and we all wish her God’s continuing blessings as she settles into 
her new home closer to her family and makes new friends. 
 
Meanwhile in Cheltenham, we move into a time without a Minister – not knowing 
how long it will be before we find someone else to fill the vacancy. We are told by 
Synod that this may take quite some time, so we need to be prepared to keep 
things going mainly through our own efforts. This will be challenging at times, but 
there will also be lots of opportunities for people to help, maybe in ways that they 
had not previously considered. We all have differing gifts and when we work 
together, we can be a powerful force strengthening God’s Church here in 
Cheltenham. 
 
The way we advertise ourselves in vacancy will influence who we attract as an 
incoming Minister and so we need to be honest about what kind of Church we are 
and where we would like to go in the future. It seems to me that the hardest bit is 
that vision for the future. We need to pray much about that and about the 
changes which will inevitably come with time and with new personalities. I trust 
that God in His infinite love and mercy will guide us and help us, so that we will be 
strengthened in ourselves and be better equipped to bring the good news of Jesus 
to the communities in which we live. 

Bob Alger  
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Harvest Festival Services 

 

At St Andrew’s – on Sunday 17th September at 11.00am 
Please bring tinned and/or dried goods for donation to the 
Cheltenham Food Bank. Cash donations for WaterAid. (St 
Andrew’s September Charity) 
 
 

At Prestbury – on Sunday 24th September at 10.30am. 
This year, instead of tinned and dried goods, we would prefer cash donations for 
the Cheltenham Food Bank or WaterAid. After the service there will be a hot 
lunch on offer - cost £7 per person. Bookings for the lunch to Fiona Hall by Sunday 
17th September please. 
 
 

At The Church in Warden Hill – on Sunday 1st October at 10.30am 
The Church Council has agreed this year to answer the Tearfund challenge to 
free families in Malawi from hunger by learning new farming techniques and 
so reap better harvests. There will be a display in the Prayer Corner at St 
Christopher’s. 
 
 
 
 

Special Guest Preacher at St Andrew’s 
1st October 2017 at 11.00am 

 

Rev Janet Tollington 
 

(recently retired Old Testament scholar 
at Westminster College, Cambridge.) 

All Welcome 
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Tuesday Teas 
By popular support, we will be continuing Tuesday Teas. 
in the Garden Room at St Andrew’s 
on First Tuesday of the Month: 5th September, 
3rd October, 6th November, 7th December 
from 2.30-4.30pm 
EVERYONE WELCOME 
 
 

CURC Discussion Group 
Put the date in your diaries………. 
Tuesday 26th September when Brian Ashworth will lead the session: 

“What is Freemasonry?” 
Meetings are held at St Andrew’s starting at 7.30. 
All Welcome 
 
 

Bible Study Group 
The weekly Bible Study Group that has for many years met at Cleeve Hill Nursing 
Home is relocating.  
We shall be meeting again on Friday 15th September from 10.30 – 12.00am at the 
home of Joan and Steve, 51 Bournside Road, Cheltenham. 
New members will be very welcome. 
Please contact Janet Kemp if you are interested in joining us. 
 
 

St Andrew’s Lunch Club  
St Andrew’s URC, Montpellier Street 

 
 

 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month at 1.00pm  
Soup, Bread Roll and Dessert    £3.00 
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Any broken furniture? 
That wobbly chair… 

That drawer that’s falling apart.. 

Do you need a handle to 
match a drawer or door? 

 

Don’t panic!! 
 

Mike A Fix It 
 

Wood turning 

Furniture Repairs 

No job too small 

 
9, Glebe Road, Prestbury 

Cheltenham GL52 3DG 
 

Tel: 01242 236732 

Mobile 07970 073812 

Cheltenham  
Choral Society 
Conductor Ian Higginson 

 

Love to Sing? 
Come and join us 

We rehearse on  

Wednesday evenings from 7.30 
to 9.30  

at Naunton Park School 
Naunton Lane. 

 

Next concert: 
25th November 2017 

Rutter Requiem 
Durufle Requiem 

 
cheltenhamchoralsociety.org.uk 

Reg Charity No 287756 

Advertising in ‘In Touch’ 
 

We are pleased to negotiate for Commercial advertising in ‘In Touch’ 
 at the following rates: 

Quarter Page £22 per annum 
Half Page  £44 per annum 

One off Quarter page £5 
Please contact Advertisements Secretary  

Brian Smith for further information: 
adverts@urcic.org.uk 
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St. Andrew’s Charity for September 

WATERAID 
 

If water covers 71% of the earth’s surface how can it be 
that over 2 billion people are expected to survive without 

a supply of clean water? The sad truth is, they don’t survive. In the course of a 
single year over three million people will die from diseases associated with 
polluted water, or from dehydration because they have no water at all. 
In the majority of cases however clean water can be made available with 
surprisingly small inputs of money and effort. A small borehole can bring up 
underground water, a small dam or tank can trap water running off hills, a simple 
relay of pipes can deliver water several miles, and where water is not naturally 
clean it can easily be made so. Access to clean water brings with it better hygiene 
and sanitation. So health improves, adults can get back to work, children can get 
back to school, crops can be better tended. 
Such improvements need money and people. 
That is what Wateraid provides. It is a UK-based charity, sponsored by the water 
companies, with worldwide connections, that expends a large percentage of its 
funds on providing access to good water. Surprisingly small amounts of money 
can provide equipment and expertise, and local people provide the manpower or 
womanpower, wielding shovels, pickaxes, spanners etc. 
As a result Wateraid is completing 10 new water points every day, tiny miracles 
that change people’s lives. 
In Cheltenham £1 will probably buy a glass of fresh spring water. In Ethiopia £1 
from Wateraid will buy a child’s life. What better cause for September’s charity 
donation? As we thank our Lord for our annual harvest let us help Him provide the 
water so many people need. 
 
 
 

Creative Cards 
On sale at Prestbury, St Andrew’s 

Warden Hill URC Centre and St Christopher’s 
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Down to Earth 
Electrical 

 
For all your domestic 

electrical needs 
 

New lighting 
Extra sockets 

Fuse board replacements 
Re-wires 

 

James Hiatt 
Tel: 01242 690902 

Mobile: 07783 593630 
 

Part P Approved 

 

MASON & STOKES 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 

Tudor Lodge 

54, Hewlett Road 

Cheltenham 

 

01242 224877 

 

A family business providing 

a caring service 

 

Richard and Joy Mason 

 

Help and advice on 

Pre-arranged Funeral Plans 
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A Choice of Topic for a Few Coppers 

 
Henry Ford gave his customers a choice: they could have 
any colour so long as it was black. Hobson gave his 
customers a choice of horse, as long as it was the one 
nearest the stable door. On a restaurant menu it might say 
“choice of spring vegetables” when there’s only peas on 
offer. 

See what I mean: so often there’s no real choice at all. So there‘s a bit of a 

mystery about the Forum’s first speaker’s choice of subject, on Tuesday 12th 
September Rev Gary Grady is giving us “My Choice”. 
Choice of what or where is not divulged. Only way to find out is to come along – 
but that’s your choice. 
Talking about spring vegetables reminds me how much I hate Brussels sprouts. Oh 
dear! I could be in trouble here for stating that in public. Perhaps I have 
committed a hate crime or a racist slur. You know what political correctness traps 
we can fall into these days. Maybe I should say: 
“in the optimisation of selectivity concerning the advisability of ingesting small  
brassica-derived vegetational green spheres with a European connotation, I am 
persuaded that as a source of nourishment they are highly desirable, but as a 
matter of individual selective initiative in the satisfaction of personal degustation 
they may be rigidly avoided”. 
Nah, I’ll stick to “I hate Brussels sprouts”, even if I do get arrested. But if I am to 
get nicked I would be delighted if the arresting officer were Tina Holland, who’s 

going to tell us about “A Policeman’s Lot” on Tuesday 26th September. Tina 
spent many years in the force, so there’s lots to tell. So why not pop along – could 
be an arresting afternoon. Sorry, couldn’t resist it! 

Look forward to seeing you at the start of the new Tuesday Forum season. 
 
We meet monthly, at 2.30 pm in the Garden Room at St. Andrew’s URC on the 
second and fourth Tuesday. 

Keith Norcott. 
P.S. Not enamoured of spinach either! 
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Maz – An Appreciation 
 
Maz has told us that she will be spending the money 
donated by the Congregations on landscaping her new 
garden so that she will have a constant reminder of her time 
in Cheltenham and all the love and support she has received 
in her ministry here. 
We too can look around and celebrate the fruits of her 
labours with us. Throughout changes in the pattern and 
provision of ministry to us, Maz has been a devoted servant 
of the Gospel. She has preached the Word with care and passion and encouraged 
us in exploring new elements in worship, especially a wider selection of hymns. 
She has also supported Bible Study and other learning experiences for the 
Congregation. 
We have been very well supported in pastoral care both from Maz herself and 
from the guidance and encouragement she has given to Elders and Church 
Visitors. She has undertaken the duties associated with baptisms and blessings, 
weddings and funerals in a very sensitive and understanding way, both for church 
members and their families and for people with only a limited connection with the 
Church. Maz has been meticulous in ensuring that Home Communion is always 
available and has been very supportive of initiatives for older people. 
Maz has helped us to explore new ways of reaching out to children and young 
people. She put great effort into the C4 Choir and the shows were always very 
enjoyable. She has supported and promoted “Jump for Joy” and has put a lot into 
building up the relationship with the Ladies College. 
We have benefited from the good relationships Maz has built with other churches 
and leaders in Cheltenham, especially within our local ecumenical cluster. Maz 
undertook duties as a Street Pastor for a number of years and has encouraged our 
support of that and other ecumenical initiatives. We have also been well engaged 
with the wider URC through the Gloucestershire Area and Synod. Maz has been to 
General Assembly a number of times and has served as Interim Moderator for 
churches in vacancy.  
Maz has helped us see the World picture through the Kenya project and has made 
a great difference to the lives of the staff and children in St Stephens Childrens 
Home in Embu, and to the volunteers who have gone with her every two years. 
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Continued……. 
 
As we enter the vacancy and begin the process of finding a new minister, we at St 
Andrew’s can offer 

 A good worshiping community which also shares in social activities 

 A small stream of new members (though not quite enough to keep our 
numbers up) 

 Good relationships with other Churches including the two churches which 
use our building 

 A building in good shape with a newly refurbished Father Willis pipe organ 

 Extensive community use of our building and good engagement with our 
neighbours in Montpellier 

 Sound finances. 
 
All these are the fruits of the vineyard in which Maz has toiled to the Glory of God 
and for which we give thanks. 

Tony Jeans, Bob Alger 
 

Celebrate the refurbishment of St Andrew’s Church Organ 
 

Organ Recital 
Matthew Martin 

 

Saturday 23rd September 2017, 7.30 – 8.30pm 
 

Matthew is currently Director of Music and Fellow at Keble College Oxford. He is a 
former pupil of Dean Close School where he developed his musical talent. He has 

won many major prizes, composes, leads choirs and gives organ recitals 
worldwide. 

 
This event is not ticketed, but donations will be appreciated in aid of the 

St Andrew’s Spire Fund. 
Refreshment will be served. 
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“Rosemary is for remembrance” –  

Sunday 9th July at The Church in Warden Hill 
Maz Allen said farewell to The Church in Warden Hill after 10 years as the URC 
minister presiding at the 10.30 Communion Service. 
This was followed by a superb lunch which many friends and colleagues attended. 
Almost all of the South Cheltenham Team clergy came to wish Maz well. 

Churchwarden Richard Cypher presented Maz with a 
card signed by many of us, a cheque, some plants and 
a large picture of the stained glass windows. 
Maz had received a gift and card from the 
Community Film Show group on the previous 
Saturday and a card and gift from the Messy Church 
group that Sunday afternoon. 

Alison Neale and Brian Miles 

 

Sunday 23rd July at Prestbury 
Shakespeare wrote those words in Hamlet and we knew that if we 
were going to give Maz something to remember us by then this 
would be it; a rosemary bush which is both ornamental and practical 
for her new garden in Stafford. 
Her last service on the 23 July had a large congregation of members 

and friends and the church was decorated with flowers donated by Sheila and 
Cyril Beer in memory of her mother, Irene Neale. We are also grateful to Frances 
Murton who stepped in at short notice to play as our organist was unwell.  
Before the excellent lunch the St Mary’s PCC gave Maz a gift of Garden Centre 
Tokens and we presented the plant, a ceramic pot and a cheque to also be used 
for the new garden and conservatory. The URC card included pictures of church 
members and friends and even one ‘prepared earlier’ of us waving her off at the 
front door. Earlier in the week the Prestbury schools had given Maz a gift of a 
Cross and a dove for her new home as well as cards drawn by the children. 
Maz has now retired from active ministry in the URC, but I am sure she will be 
involved with her local church. We will no doubt see her again in Cheltenham – 
like our previous ministers she will be invited back on special occasions. 

Fiona Hall 
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– farewell to Maz Allen 

 

Sunday 30th July 2017 at St Andrews 
Although we were all sad to say goodbye to Maz it was a happy 
occasion and a service of thanksgiving for Maz’s ministry over the past ten years. 
It was wonderful to see a full church. It was a ‘Praise’ service when we enjoyed 
familiar hymns as well as several modern ones introduced to us by Maz. The 
organists, Andrea and John were joined on a number of occasions by Andrew Veal 
(Trumpet) and Tim Odell (Violin), and this gave an added impetus to the worship. 
John’s opening voluntary ‘Nun Danket’ by Karg Elert set the tone for what was to 
follow. The tune usually accompanies the hymn ‘Now thank we all our God’ The 
conclusion was equally memorable as Andrea thrilled us all with ‘Sortie in Eflat’ by 
Lefebure-Wely. 
The service was followed by an enjoyable lunch when almost one hundred people 
sat down together to enjoy excellent food provided by Cheryl Parsons and her 
team.  
So a huge thanks to anyone who contributed in any way to this memorable event. 
We sent Maz away on the next stage of her journey with a substantial cheque and 
some personal gifts from church members. 
So--- a new chapter in the life of St Andrews begins. 

Dorothy Odell 
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Community Film 

 

Saturday 9th September 2017 
in Warden Hill URC Centre 

at 2.30pm (doors open at 2.15pm) 
 
 

Free entry – Family and Friends welcome 
Refreshments available  

 

Future Dates: 28th October, 18th November 

 

 

 

Wednesday Social Group Birth-day! 
This NEW group will be starting on 
Wednesday 13th September 2017  
At the URC Centre, Warden Hill, from 2-4pm  
Please join us at the birth of our NEW Social Group for friendship, support, 
laughter and entertainment, and hopefully say, ‘thank you, this is just what I've 
always wanted’. 
All ages are welcome. Bring a neighbour, a loved one or someone who could 
become a good friend in the future. Don’t be on your own; four walls can always 
seem a sad and worrying place. Together, our group will show that we are a place 
of hope and joyful companionship. And there will, of course, be lots of tea, coffee 
and cake! 

Gary Grady 
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Events at Prestbury 
Coffee Morning - Saturday 2nd September, 10.30am to 12.00noon 
As ever, the legendary toasted teacakes will be on offer! 
There will also be a raffle, cakes and books for sale.  
Plenty of conversation guaranteed! 
 

Book and Toy Sale – Saturday 30th September from 2 to 4pm 
Donations of good quality books and toys will be welcome. Please contact Sylvia 
Turfrey to arrange drop-off. Do please come along and pick up a bargain. 
 

Church Meeting there will be a Church Meeting on 3rd September straight after 
our Family Worship 
 
 

Knitting for ‘Greenbelt’ 
In the last edition, I mentioned that the United Reformed Church’s planning group 
for the Greenbelt Christian Arts Festival were looking for help in providing knitted 
food items for a knitted food themed treasure hunt. The hunt will take festival 
goers to hampers dotted around the site where they will answer questions on 
food/feast stories from the Bible and collect various knitted food items. This food 
will, over the course of the festival ,build up to an abundant banquet. 
 
Jean Wilson and I crocheted and knitted fruit, 
sandwiches and cupcakes which with the 
assistance of Tony Jeans was sent on to the Synod 
Co-ordinator who received them with thanks. 

 
Here’s a photo of Jean and me with our knitted 
food. 

Carol Drummond 
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Footsloggers 
Thursday 22nd June Upton Upon Severn 
On a warm, but not too hot, June day the Footsloggers 
walked around the flood meadows and historical sites of 
Upton Upon Severn. We met at the marina before walking 
along the river past the recently installed flood defences and across the Ham. 
Later we visited the cholera grave pit which was created during the epidemic of 
1832, and then made our way back along the disused railway line. We returned to 
the marina by walking through the town which was preparing for the annual jazz 
festival. 

Jenny Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All are welcome to join us both young and not so young. Just get in touch. 

Jenny Evans 
 
Future Dates 
18thSeptember  19th October  20th November 8th December 
Contact: Jenny Evans at jenny21evans@hotmail.co.uk 
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Eco Church 

 

The Bicycle Stands at St Andrew’s are now 
installed at the entrance on Montpellier Street 
and are being well used. Thanks to the 
property committee and Marcus in particular 
for organizing the installation and to Ann Lewis 
who originally sourced the stands. 
 

 

On Saturday 29th July, I attended a 1/2 day training event on Warmer 
Cheltenham at St Andrew’s organized by Vision 21.  
Firstly, Dan Stone from the Centre for Sustainable Energy in Bristol gave us an 
introduction to energy efficiency, focusing on older dwellings of the sort we have 
in Cheltenham. He talked about the differences between modern buildings and 
historic / traditional buildings. I was surprised to learn that Cheltenham has a 
higher than average % of fuel poverty (11.4% compared to 10% nationally). Dan 
told us there is a proven link between fuel poverty and older homes. He talked 
about the importance of taking a whole house approach and we split into groups 
to identify the most effective means of tackling energy efficiency vs complexity. 
Often it is the relatively small and simple things such as fitting an insulating jacket 
to a hot water tank which make a big difference. We noticed that these were 
often also relatively cheap. 
Peter and Alison then took us through the web site.  Warmer Cheltenham’ is 
essentially a proof of concept which empowers the homeowner by helping them 
to understand the opportunities available to them, what permissions may be 
needed and get a better understanding of what to consider. 
This will enable you to have more informed conversations, for example, with 
builders. There are case studies available and you can compile a personalized 
report on items of interest. 
See the Warmer.org.uk website for more information or come and talk to me. 
 

I’m also pleased to report that the church’s spare amplifier was restored to life by 
a Repair Café volunteer and returned to us to use another day. 

Carol Drummond 
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HOME FLAIR CATERING 
Catering For Every Occasion 

Home cooked food at affordable prices 

Menus individually designed for your occasion 
Christenings • Dinner Parties  
 Funerals • Hot & Cold Buffets 

Cheryl Parsons  

(01242) 675374 
homeflaircatering@gmail.com 
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Wednesday Women 
The meeting on 6th September will be our book review. The summer read was 
'The Trouble with Goats and Sheep' by Joanna Cannon. 
Meetings start at 7.15pm. In the coming session the group plan to have a variety 
of topics with speakers and demonstrations. All welcome. 

Elspet Carter 
 
 

Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra 
Saturday 30th September 2017 

At 7.30pm 
Conductor: Peter Hunt 

Mozart, Honnegger, Britten, Beethoven 
 

Tickets £15 adults, children free. 
Available from Peter Kerr or The Wilson, Cheltenham. 

 
 

Qi Gong 
Gentle exercises especially geared to the needs of older people based on Chinese 
traditional practice, promoting self-healing and self-regulation of the body. 
At St Andrew’s 
On Thursday 7th September, 21st September, 5th October 
Starting at 12.15 pm. 
Cost £5.00 per session. 
New members welcome. 

contact Lida 01242 233949   lida@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 

Did You Know?.......... 
Cheltenham Minster (St Mary’s) Bookshop is open  

Friday Afternoons and Saturday mornings. 
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‘Pedal for Maggie’s’ 

 
 
 
 

Our annual bike ride through the Cotswolds returns on Sunday 17 September 
2017. 
Join us on either the 40 or 60 mile route for a ride through the scenic Cotswold 
countryside, starting and finishing at Maggie's Cheltenham. 
‘Pedal for Maggie’s’ is a fantastic day out, suitable for cyclists of all levels; the 40 
mile route is ideal for families and the 60 mile route is open to those who want a 
bit more of a challenge! There will be refreshments throughout the ride as well as 
plenty of delicious treats waiting for you back at the Maggie’s Centre. 
Funds raised at ‘Pedal for Maggie’s’ will be used to help Maggie's support people 
living with cancer and their families and friends across the Three Counties. 
We hope you can join us on Sunday 17 September! 
 
Maggie’s Centres provide free practical, emotional and social support for people 
with cancer and their families and friends. For more information visit 
www.maggiescentres.org 
 
 

 

Freecycle 
If you have any useful items you no longer need that might be 
of use to someone else please let Ann Lewis know. 
with full details of the item and please leave your telephone 
number so we can get back to you. 

 
 

Quote: 
“Usefulness is the rent we pay for living on earth.” 

Lord Robert Baden-Powell 

  

http://communityfundraising.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jlxng-kytllukylj-u/
http://communityfundraising.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jlxng-kytllukylj-m/
http://communityfundraising.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jlxng-kytllukylj-q/


In Touch September 2017 

22 

 

Heritage Days 
Please see the Cheltenham Heritage Days Booklet for all the Open Day places and 
times. There is also a range of Guided Walks on offer this year. 
 

St Andrew’s 
will be open on Saturday Morning 9th September from 10.00 to 1.00. 
There will be a small Exhibition, put together by a team of Church members to 
celebrate the 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther putting his ‘95 Theses’ on the 
church door in Wittenberg. This is the event that kick started the Reformation. 
Hugely important in the history of Europe. (1517 -2017) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Martin Luther (1483 -1546) 

 
St. Christopher's 
will be open on Sunday 10th September from 2.00 to 5.00pm 
There will be talks on the Tom Denny, Comper and Mynheer windows on the 
hour, and Bell-ringing demonstrations on the half hour.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Denny window 
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From The Editor   

 
Dear Friends 
A BIG thank you this month for all the special articles and photos that you have 
supplied me with for this edition of ‘In Touch’. It is a great pity that there has not 
been room for everything, but I do hope you enjoy those that did make the ‘cut’. 
May I make a plea…. to send me material in WORD if at all possible, it cuts down 
my time having to convert. 
 
We are all in a period of change, we, in Cheltenham, and the national URC. Many 
of you will be saddened to hear that the Windermere Centre has been closed. 
Although the Centre had many fans, there has not been sufficient overall usage in 
recent years to make the facility pay. A great shame – all of us who have been 
there over the years have found it a very positive and worthwhile experience. 
 
Mary is doing a wonderful job finding Sunday Worship Leaders for the three 
churches of CURC, make the most of hearing a wide variety of ‘new’ (to us!) 
voices. 
With all good wishes for NEW STARTS this autumn. 

Janet Kemp 
 

Please ensure that all items for the next edition of ‘In Touch’ are with 
the Editor by midnight on 

SUNDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2017 
at 

magazine@urcic.org.uk 
 
Distribution is on the 4th Sunday of the month. Any alterations to the distribution, 
e.g. change of address, method of delivery, or cancellation should be sent to Fiona 
Hall. The current edition of ‘In Touch’ and some back numbers, amended for legal 
and privacy reasons, are available on the Church website.  

(See inside front cover of ‘In Touch’ for relevant email addresses) 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editor, the Elders, 
the Minister, or of any authoritative body of the United Reformed Church 
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Diary for September 2017 
Sat   2 10.00am Regeneration/Repair Café  St Andrew’s 
Sat   2 10.30am Coffee Morning  Prestbury 
 
Tue   5   2.30pm Tuesday Tea  St Andrew’s 
Wed   6   1.00pm Lunch Club  St Andrew’s 
Wed   6   7.15pm Wednesday Women  St Andrew’s 
Thu   7 12.15pm Qi Gong  St Andrew’s 
Sat   9 10.00am Heritage Open Day  St Andrew’s 
Sat   9   2.30pm Community Film Show  Warden Hill URCC 
 
SUN 10   2.00pm Heritage Open Day  St Christopher’s 
Tue 12   2.30pm Tuesday Forum  St Andrew’s 
Wed 13   2.00pm Social Group (NEW)  Warden Hill URCC 
Thu 14   2.00pm Prayer Group  St Christopher’s 
 
SUN 17 11.00am Harvest Festival  St Andrew’s 
SUN 17   3.15pm Deaf Community Church  St Christopher’s 
Mon 18  Footsloggers Walk 
Wed 20   1.00pm Lunch Club  St Andrew’s 
Thu 21 12.15pm Qi Gong  St Andrew’s 
Sat 23   7.30pm Organ Recital  St Andrew’s 
 
SUN 24 10.15am Prayer Group  St Andrew’s 
SUN 24 10.30am Harvest Festival and Lunch  Prestbury 
Tue 26   2.30pm Tuesday Forum  St Andrew’s 
Tue 26   7.30pm Discussion Group  St Andrew’s 
Thu 28   2.00pm Prayer Group  St Christopher’s 
Sat 30   2.00pm Book and Toy Sale  Prestbury 
 

Diary for October 2017 
SUN   1 10.30am Harvest Festival  St Christopher’s 
Wed   4   1.00pm Lunch Club  St Andrew’s 
Thu   5 12.15pm Qi Gong  St Andrew’s 
Sat   7 10.00am Regeneration/Repair Café  St Andrew’s 
 



 

 

 
 

Regular Weekly Events 2017 
 
Monday 

10.00am Prestbury Urchins   Prestbury URC** 
  5.15pm Rainbows  Warden Hill URC Centre** 

 

Tuesday 
10.00am St Andrew’s Parents & Toddlers St Andrew’s 
  5.15pm Brownies   Warden Hill URC Centre** 
  7.30pm Bible Study House Group   St Christopher’s** 

 

Wednesday 
  9.15am Little Shepherds St Christopher’s** 
  7.00pm Bellringing St Christopher’s 

 

Thursday 
  5.30pm Beavers St Christopher’s** 
  6.00pm Brownies St Christopher’s** 
  6.45pm Cubs St Christopher’s** 
  7.45pm Scouts St Christopher’s** 

 

Friday 
      10.00am Friday Circle Prestbury URC 

10.30am Bible Study House Group   51 Bournside Road** 
  6.15pm TCiWH Choir Practice   St Christopher’s 

** Term Time Only 
 

(Please see ‘The Lantern’, Magazine for the Church in Warden Hill for other 
activities. Ed.) 

 
 

  



 

 

 

Church Services 
 

St Andrew’s URC 
 Every Sunday 11.00am Morning Worship 
   (Communion Service on 1st Sunday) 
 3rd Sunday     9.30am Jump4Joy  
   (an informal short service for all the family) 
 

Prestbury URC 
 1st Sunday 10.30am All-age Worship 
 3rd Sunday  10.30am Morning Worship 
 4th Sunday  10.30am Communion 
 2nd & 5th Sunday No service 
 

The Church in Warden Hill 
Sunday morning services are all held at St Christopher’s 
 1st Sunday 10.30am Family Worship 
 2nd Sunday 10.30am Communion in the URC tradition 
 3rd Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship 
 4th Sunday 10.30am Communion in the Anglican tradition 
 5th Sunday 10.30am Communion or Morning Worship 
 
 2nd Sunday   3.30pm Messy Church at URC Centre 
 

Evening services are at St Christopher’s except 4th Sunday at URCC 
 1st & 3rd Sunday   6.00pm Communion 
 2nd Sunday   6.00pm Evensong 
 4th Sunday   6.00pm Evening Worship at URC Centre 
 5th Sunday   6.00pm Communion or Evensong 
 

Weekdays 
 Monday-Friday   8.00 am Morning Prayer at St Christopher’s 
 Tuesday 10.30am Communion at URC Centre 


